[Religious diversity in hospitals: an aspect to be considered?].
A study was undertaken among 132 nurses in two religions and two public hospitals on religious needs among patients from oriental countries. Aim of the research was to investigate the religious needs, among patients generally and particularly, among oriental religions and how nurses and hospital administrations are considering those needs. From the results it was evidenced that nurses in religious hospital paid more attention, to patients needs, than those in public hospital. Both groups of nurses seemed to pay little attention concerning liturgy, during hospitalization and especially when caring for a patient that is dying. A recommendation is therefore to adapt nursing care plan including "religion" and besides to prepare information supports with details on practices and living conditions regarding major oriental religions existing in Italy.